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Guzman followed Yousuf into Africa, and there re-
mained till Sancho IV. Invited him to return in 1291 ;
and soon after, a naval victory over the Berbers encou-
raged Sancho to lay siege to Tarifa, one of the most
important seaports, and one which was often a landing-
place of the Moors from Africa. It was taken by
assault after six months ; but it was so exposed, and so
far from succour, that it was thought to be impossible
to keep it. However, the Grand Master of Calatrava
undertook to defend it for a year, and after that
Don Alonso Guzman took up the defence, carried his
family thither, repaired the walls, filled the stores, and
established himself there as Alcayde.

The only one of his family who had been left behind
was the eldest son, whom the king's brother, Don
Juan, had undertaken to carry to Portugal, there to
become one of the king's pages. But Don Juan, a
turbulent, worthless prince, quarrelled with his brother,
went to Tangier, and offered his services to the King
of Morocco, taking young Guzman with him. An
attempt on Spain was at once to be made, beginning
with Tarifa, and Guzman had been so much connected
with the Moors, and so often at enmity with the king,
that great hopes were.entertained of buying him over.
But he was one of those men whose personal word
was inviolable, and to all their offers, he replied, that
IS Good knights neither buy nor sell victory." Then
Don Juan thought of another expedient, which he is
said to have employed once before with success. He
led his charge, a boy of ten, before the walls, and called
out to the father that he should be slain unless Tarifa
were instantly surrendered.

Guzman stood on the walls white and resolute.    " I